SO                          SHORT STORIES

what I thought was right. He had to submit
what seemed right to him. Neither he nor I
supported the side that we thought was unjust.
Even in corning years, the man who will always
follow the course that he feels is righteous and
will act so as not to cause my King any distress
is Thirumalarya, If your Highness should promise
me this I shall be able to depart this life with
equanimity."

" Brother," said the King, " I thought at
first that you might propose Padmarasa Pandit as
your successor."*

" Padmarasa Pandit," said Vishalaksha, "is
undoubtedly an honest man, Let him remain
minister and assist Thirumalarya. He would not
be able to manage as chief."

u Your generosity is astounding, brother
Pandit. I knew you were a great man. But how
very great, I have seen only this moment."

u You make me happy, sire, by your kind words
and this promise. And now if your Highness
could send word to him and I can see him before
I die I should be so much happier. My life is
pouring out of the body like water from a leaky
vessel.77

A messenger was despatched for Thiru-
malarya. But before he had left the house